
 

  

BEHAVIORISM (Legalism) 
 

GOSPEL FOCUSED 
 

PROBLEM 
 

Disobedience is a violation of house rules. 

 

1.  Describes disobedience as being against man. 

 “Daddy has told you a thousand times.” 

 “You disappoint me.” 

 

2. Assumes they are able to comply with house rules. 

 Rules are an end. 

 

3. Locates disobedience in the mind and actions. 

 “What were you thinking? –  You can’t be 

doing that.” 

 

 

Disobedience is an act of the sinful nature against a holy 

God. 

1.  Describes disobedience as being against God. 

 “You disobeyed God’s delegated authority and 

went your own way.” 

 

2. Assumes they are not able to comply with God’s law 

apart from salvation in Christ. 

 Rules are a means. 

 

3. Locates disobedience in the heart. 

 “What did you want that you did not get?” 

 
 

SOLUTION 
 

Discipline/Scolding/Make a Rule  
“You need to do better next time.” 

“From now on you are not allowed to . . .” 

The Law protects them from harm. 

 

Motivation for obedience is freedom from the pain of 

discipline and the hassle of mom and dad. 

 

Parents are your superiors who you need to obey.  

 “Do as I say.”  

 Parents model maturity.  Can be marked by self-

righteous pride 

 

Parents gain confidence with their discipline consistency.  

They do what ever “works.”  

 

 

Discipline/Gospel/Grace– Christ died on the cross taking the 

penalty for sin and exchanges our sin for his perfect 

obedience by his free grace.  You need to repent of your sin to 

God.  The Law is a tutor leading them to Christ. 

 

Motivation for obedience is the riches of Christ – “Taste and 

see the Lord is good.” (Tripp – Dazzle them with God.) 

 

Parents are fellow sinners who also need the grace of God. 

 “Follow me as I follow Christ.” 

 Parents model confession.  Should be marked by 

humility. 

 

Parents place their confidence in Christ as they participate 

with the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of their child. 

 

GOAL 
 

Compliant children – The process ends when the goal of 

outward obedience is achieved. Discipline serves to keep the 

kids in line as long as they are “under my roof.”  Emphasis on 

outward appearances and material accomplishments. 

 

Discipleship – Introduce your children to salvation through 

the gospel and the testimony of your own joyous life in 

Christ.  By the power of the Spirit we are continually 

conformed to the image of Christ. Apart from Christ they 

have no hope.  Prayer serves to undergird discipleship. 

 


