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Parenting Toddlers with Loving Correction 

Outline  
 

 

 Hebrews 12:5-11 

 

“And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: ‘My son, do 

not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you,   because the 

Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.’  Endure hardship 

as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?  If you 

are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and 

not true sons.  Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected 

them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live!  Our fathers 

disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we 

may share in his holiness.  No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, 

however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by 

it.” 

 

Five points of wisdom from Hebrews 12 to guide the discipline of our children 

 

A. Biblical discipline of children was instituted by God. 

 

My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 

(Hebrews 12:5)  

 

chastises every son whom he receives (Hebrews 12:6) 

 

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law, imprisoned until the coming faith 

would be revealed.  So then, the law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might 

be justified by faith.  But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian, for in 

Christ Jesus ‘you are all sons of God, through faith. Galatians 3:23-27 

 

“It was not that God’s grace was weak or insufficient for our salvation, and that, consequently, 

it was necessary to introduce the law. No, the law was given for a totally different reason: to 

drive men to acknowledge that they are sinners, and to cause them to despair! For unless this 

happens, their consciences will not be prompted to take refuge in the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

           John Calvin 
i
 

 

 

Our children are born with a desperate need for God’s law. Because they come into the world 

as fools, not knowing what is true or what is false, what is good or what is bad, what is right or 

what is wrong. They need the grace of wisdom that God’s law alone can give. Paul Tripp
ii
 

 

1.  The Law is “our guardian” – schoolmaster or pedagogue.  (vs 24) 

 



Grace Community Church   Parenting Session 1 

Marty Machowski   November 2016 

 

 2 

 Greek – paidagogos – In Paul’s day a pedagogue was usually a slave assigned to make 

sure a boy arrived to and from school without distraction. 

 

“The paidagogos was not the boy’s teacher so much as his disciplinarian.  He was often 

harsh to the point of cruelty, and is usually depicted in ancient drawings with a rod or 

cane in his hand.”     John Stott 
iii

 

 

2. The law is our guardian until Christ.  “Until Christ Came”(vs 24) 

 

“Besides, in training a child, the object is to prepare him, by the instructions of childhood, 

for maturer years. The comparison applies in both respects to the law, for its authority was 

limited to a particular age, and its whole object was to prepare its scholars on such a 

manner that, when its elementary instructions were closed, they might make progress 

worthy of manhood. And so he adds, that it was our schoolmaster unto Christ. The 

grammarian, when he has trained a boy, delivers him into the hands of another, who 

conducts him through the higher branches of a finished education. In like manner, the law 

was the grammar of theology, which, after carrying its scholars a short way, handed them 

over to faith to be completed.”   John Calvin 
iv

  

 

 The law exposes our sin and failure to obey God.  It leaves no room for a works based 

salvation.  

 

3.  The Parenting of our Children Follows the Same Biblical Progression.  First, we must 

introduce them to the law that, second, they might see their need for Christ. 

 

a.  We enforce the law through discipline to accentuate their inability to keep the law. 

 

 

b.  We Explain to them the consequences of sin. 

 

“Be sure, whatever you leave out, that you teach the children the three R’s – Ruin, 

Redemption, and Regeneration.  Tell the children they are ruined by the fall, and 

that there is salvation for them only by being redeemed by the blood of Jesus 

Christ and regenerated by the Holy Spirit.” Charles Spurgeon 
v
 

 

c.  When the realization dawns on them that they cannot keep the law, and the 

punishment for their failure is certain, we point them to Christ. 

 

4.  How wonderful the Gospel sounds when we are drowning in our failure in the law! 

 

a.  While the law is critical to drive the foolishness from our kids, it is only a 

transition.  We must keep in mind the law may rescue them from their initial 

foolishness but it can’t rescue them from sin. 

 

b.  Help your children build their testimony 
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B.  Biblical discipline is motivated out of love. 

 

For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, (Hebrews 12:6) 

 

he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 

(Hebrews 12:10) 

 

1.  Parents should not discipline in anger.  James says James 1:20 “for the anger of man does 

not achieve the righteousness of God.”  

 

2. Immediate consequences help keep us from getting angry. 

 

 Warnings and threats only teach your child it is ok to offend once or twice.  

Warnings will only tempt you toward anger.   

 

 Children will learn to only respond after the third command, and when they see 

dad’s veins pop. 

 

3. The consequence should be logical (Exodus 21:24-25 eye for an eye) 

 

 

4. The consequence should not shame or endanger your love 

 

“He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our 

iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast 

love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far does he 

remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so 

the Lord shows compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he 

remembers that we are dust.” (Psalms 103:10–14) 

 

 The consequence should be administered privately and not to shame (Matthew 18:15 

“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him 

alone.” (Matthew 18:15 ESV) 

 

5. The consequence should be brief even for repeated sins. 

 

C. Biblical discipline of children is delegated by God to parents, particularly fathers. 

 

For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in 

which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. Besides this, we 

have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. (Hebrews 12:7–9) 

 

as it seemed best to them (Hebrews 12:10) 
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1. Discipline in Hebrews 12 assumes corporal punishment. 

 

a.  The plain reading of the text suggests the fathers will regularly use corporal 

punishment.  Hebrews 12:6 tells us that the Lord “chastises every son whom he 

receives.” 

The Greek word for chastises is “mastigoo” which is the same word translated scourge 

and means to whip. 

 

b.  The word used throughout for discipline, assumes corporal punishment. 

 

c. Understanding Hebrews 12 to support corporal punishment is consistent with the rest of 

scripture which encourages the loving application of physical discipline. 

 

“Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline drives it far from him.” 

(Proverbs 22:15) 

 

“Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline 

him.” (Proverbs 13:24) 

 

2.  The Bible doesn’t delegate a single, only the rod, method of discipline.  Fathers are given the 

latitude to do what seems “best to them” Hebrews 12:10. There are times when it might seem 

best to use physical discipline and other times when it might seem best to give your children 

a “time out.”  

 

a. Consider these circumstances where corporal punishment might be better replaced 

with a different form of discipline: 

 

 You take in a foster child from an agency that outlaws corporal punishment. 

 

 It seems a more effective discipline to not allow your children to play outside 

when they fail to complete their homework. 

 

 It seems a more effective discipline to take away bicycle privileges to a child who 

repeatedly leaves their bike outside on the ground and does not put it away. 

 

 You use “time outs” when your children are getting rowdy or rambunctious and 

would benefit from a time of quiet imposed self-control.  

 

 You are in public where your loving discipline may be misunderstood. 

 

 Your child bruises very easily. 

 

b. Consider these circumstances when physical discipline might make more sense. 

 

 Your child strikes or bites another child. 
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 Your child is too young to understand you taking away a privilege.  Imagine 

telling a two-year-old, since you tore the page in a book mommy is not going to 

allow you to color for a whole day since you drew on the wall. 

 

 Your young children are defiant to simple but abstract commands.  “Look at 

Mommy’s eyes. Come to Daddy. Stay in your bed.  It doesn’t seem logical to try 

and explain that your child is getting a “time out” for refusing to “come to 

Mommy” 

 

c. The key is remembering that the rod will not save our children. The point is that we 

as parents are delegated the authority to discipline our children as we see best. 

 

D. Biblical discipline of children is meant to be unpleasant. 

 

For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful 

fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. (Hebrews 12:11) 

 

1.  Discipline by definition is painful else for it to be an effective training tool 

 

Sending your child to their room but giving them an iPad to play with because they scream 

every time they go to their room is not an effective discipline. 

 

2.  Using corporal punishment with our toddlers is one of the most effective means to help 

them to understand wrong from right, the are under the authority of others, and under the 

rule of the law.  The temporary sting of corporal punishment passes immediately and 

allows there to be immediate restoration to a loving relationship with parents. 

 

3. The Bible suggests the use of a neutral object. (Rod) 

 

 

4.  The Pennsylvania Law is clear 

 

Parents can use reasonable supervision and control when raising their children. 23 § 

6302. [Civil Code] Parent/guardian/person responsible for general care and supervision/ 

person acting at request of the above may use force for the purpose of safeguarding or 

promoting welfare of minor including the prevention or punishment of his misconduct, if 

the force is not designed to cause or known to create a substantial risk of causing death, 

serious bodily injury, disfigurement, extreme pain, mental distress, or gross degradation. 

18 § 509. [Criminal Code] 

 

5.  There are times when discipline (often of any kind) is not producing the desired results.  

It is critical that we recognize the importance of prayer and trusting God in those seasons 

and not simply assume a that we need to intensify the discipline. There is always 

tomorrow and apart from the saving work of God, their sin is not going anywhere. 

 

6. When corporal punishment is not possible.  A loving but stern rebuke of “no” is often the 
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most effective course of action. This should be followed by a reassurance of love.   

 

E. Biblical discipline of children by parents is only for a season. 

 

“Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not 

much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? For they disciplined us for a short time as it 

seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. For the 

moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of 

righteousness to those who have been trained by it.” (Hebrews 12:9–11) 

 

1.  The responsibility to administer discipline is given to Fathers (parents) for a “short 

time.”  Discipline as a primary means of training is most effective with younger children 

and must give way to discipleship. 

 

2. Discipline can begin with children as young as 18 months and often can be largely 

completed by the early grade school years.   

 

 

PARTNERING WITH THE LORD IN CORRECTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  The rod, Proverbs tells us, is able to drive the folly from the hearts of our children, 

(Proverbs 22:15).  Once that is accomplished, the more difficult question is, how do we 

fill them back up with wisdom and truth?  The key to this process is discipleship.  As our 

children enter the grade school years we must add discipleship to discipline.  

 

Parents administer discipline with 

the rod to uphold God’s law.  

 

God administers discipline 

through the trials of life in 

hardship to draw them to him. 

100% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   0% 
Age 0 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . 18 
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Yes, your children need the law of God in their lives, but it is very dangerous as 

parents to daily ask the law to do what only grace can accomplish. I am afraid that 

many, many, Christian parents do exactly that without knowing it.  They have 

reduced Christian Parenting down to being a really faithful lawgiver, arresting officer, 

prosecutor, judge, and jailer.  So their parenting is basically a body of rules followed 

by threats of punishment. Yes, children need rules and faithful correction, but that 

simply is not enough.” Paul Tripp
vi

 

 

 With discipline we establish our authority and present the claims of the law. But with 

discipleship we gain influence with them. 

 

A couple of key pointers in correcting your youngest children  

 

1.  Be sure to establish eye contact with your child – yelling from across the room is not 

an effective way to direct your children.  Get on their level, get their attention and 

then direct their behavior. 

 

2. Teach them to give you a verbal response in return for your direction.  “It is time to 

put your toys away.  Say “yes daddy.” 

 

3. Move toward your children with conversation unless it is an emergency. “Stop it,” 

“No,” and “Don’t you dare,” commands are not as effective as drawing your child’s 

attention and saying. “You must not hit your blocks on the piano bench, that is no.”  

Beware, it takes more time to converse with our children.  Short harsh commands 

should be reserved for emergencies like shouting “No” loudly before your son drops 

the large metal toy truck on his brother’s head. 

 

 

4.  If your authority in the lives of your children is established in the toddler years, you will 

likely come into a season of relative compliance in the grade school years.   This is not 

the time to sit back and take it easy.  It is actually time to press into their lives.  
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